INFORMATION SHEET 7

PLANNING NATIVE WOODLAND MANAGEMENT

Native woodlands can offer a wide range of benefits including landscape, wildlife, timber, shelter
and recreation, as well as representing a potential increase in the capital value of your land holding
and a valuable source of income. Where management takes account of all of these aspects, a
healthy self-sustaining woodland can result.

Many are an underachieving their potential to provide great benefits for both landholders, the
wider community and wildlife. As woods are brought into management and can become healthier
and expand, many other opportunities open and unforeseen benefits materialise. They provide
shelter for domestic and wild grazers, they raise the productivity of rivers, they slow down the rate
of run off on hillsides, and they produce valuable hard & softwood timber. Infact, these are just a
few of the benefits and the list is almost endless !

Hamessing the benefits native woodlands to make a positive contribution to a farm or estate
business requires planning and foresight. This information sheet explains the process of assessing
the woodland and establishing what you want to do within a framework which tracks subsequent
action through in built checks and reviews.

Well managed, healthy native woodland can readily cover the cost of its management. However,
many woods have not been managed for a long time and require an initial injection of resources.
In recognition of this the Forestry Authority and the Scottish Office Agriculture, Environment &
Fisheries Department provide a range of grants to encourage management. The planning process
set out in this sheet is a big step towards application for grants. Over the following pages we

cover:

e PLANNING
WOODLAND
MANAGEMENT

Phase 1 - Background

e Phase 2 - Action

On the back we have included useful information on funding sources, further advice on

manaocement nlannino and referenree Hanny reading |



FUNDING SOURCES

There are two main sources of funding for woodland management: The Forestry Authority (FA) and Scottish Office
Agriculture, Environment & Fisheries Department (SOAEFD). These are summarised as follows:

The Forestry Authority

The Forestry Authority provides the main source of funding for both woodland management and new tree planting. The
Woodland Grant Scheme (WGS) helps to pay for the expansion of existing and new woodlands and management of
existing woodlands. Special grants have been targeted towards small, native woodlands in the past few years. This is
encouraging landholders to manage their woodlands, no matter how small.

Scottish Office Agriculture, Environment & Fisheries Department

SOAEFD offers the Farm Woodland Premium Scheme (FWPS) which helps pay woodland expansion onto areas of
open ground on a farm. To apply for this scheme, you must first apply for WGS. You can apply for both WGS &
FWPS through the Forestry Authority. Also, since 1997 the Countryside Premium Scheme now offers finance to
manage scrub woodland and amenity tree planting. Applications are available from SOAEFD.

* See Information Sheet 3 for more details *

FURTHER ADVICE ON MANAGEMENT PLANNING

The Forestry Authority Highland Birchwoods
Woodlands Littleburn

Fodderty Way Minlochy

Dingwall Ross-shire

IV15 9XB IV8 8NN

Ph: 01349 862144
Fax: 01349 866624
or other FA Regional offices

North-West Sutherland Native Woodland Initiative
Jon Priddy

CASE

Station Road

Golspie

Sutherland

Ph: 01408 633986

Fax: 01408 633873

Ph: 01463 811606
Fax: 01463 811607

REFERENCES

THE FORESTRY AUTHORITY (1997, 1998) Guidance note7 Native Woodland Condition Surveys and Guidance
notel2 Management Plans for Semi-Natural Woodlands under WGS.
HIGHLAND BIRCHWOODS (1998) Information Sheet 3 Grant support for Native Woodlands
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